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Chicago Police Shut Down Two Drug Markets in Separate Operations
Law Enforcement Officials from Multiple Jurisdictions visit Police Headquarters
to Observe Violence Reduction Strategies

CHICAGO - Today Chicago Police were joined by visiting police officers from
Maywood, Oak Park, Berwyn and Cicero has they announced the disruption of two
undercover investigations that shut sown open air drug markets on Chicago’s north and
south sides

Police narcotic and Gang investigations Section focused on two separate gangs
infested in areas which resulted in 18 offenders facing drug charges.

On the North Side, after complaints from citizens in the Town Hall (23") District
regarding gang and narcotics related loitering in the area, Operation “Taking Back
Uptown” was initiated in January.

Investigators learned that members of the criminal street gang, the Black Stones, were
using payphones inside local businesses to conduct their drug sales. Officers made 17
undercover purchases of crack cocaine during the three-month investigation.

Undercover officers conducted numerous hours of surveillance in the area of Wilson
Ave, bounded by Broadway (east), Clark (west), Leland (north) and Montrose (south).

The surveillance revealed that narcotics customers would go inside the Happy Wash

coin laundry place a call on the pay telephone and wait outside. The drug dealer would
arrive by car and a hand to hand drug transaction would take place.

The officers formulated plans to make undercover controlled purchases to determine
the types of narcotics being sold and the identity of the sellers.
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