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Crime Down Nearly 9 Percent in 2009
Near Record Low for Homicides, Violent and Property Crime Down

CHICAGO - Superintendent Jody P. Weis announced historic drops in crime for both 2009
and the decade in a press conference held this afternoon at the Homan Square police facility.
Amid statistics showing a 27.7 percent decrease in total crime since 2000 and 8.8 percent drop
in 2009, Superintendent Weis highlighted the Chicago Police Department's strategic plan to
build on successes in the next year.

The City's homicide rate dropped by 10.5 percent at the end of December compared to the
same time last year. Fifty-four fewer homicides occurred in 2009 for a total of 458 — the fifth
lowest figure since 1965, when the City first started recording this statistic, and a 28 percent
drop from the number of homicides in 2000. Homicides where victims were age 17 and under
similarly dropped in 2009, down by nearly 24 percent and with 17 fewer juvenile victims.

Violent index offenses declined across the board in 2009, dropping overall by 6.6 percent at
last month's end. Criminal sexual assaults showed the greatest decrease at 9.1 percent,
followed by aggravated assaults at 8.9 percent, aggravated batteries at 7.3 percent, and
robberies at 5 percent. Compared to statistics in 2000, there were nearly 14,000 fewer victims

of violent crimes last year.

Property crime showed a similar downward trend as violent crime, closing out 2009 with a 9.4
percent drop that was supported by decreases in nearly every category of property index
offenses. Burglary was the only property crime to increase in 2009, up 1 percent compared to
the same time last year. Motor vehicle theft showed the greatest drop of any category of index
crime and was down by almost 18 percent at year's end.

"The past decade has seen a historic decline in overall crime, and despite our challenging
economy, changing demographics, and increased population, the decline continued in 2009,"
said Superintendent Weis. "The Chicago Police Department's vision for 2010 will be driven by
the desire to further reduce the City's homicide rate, maintain the decrease in total crime, and
combat youth violence," he added.
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