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Operations “Heartbreak Ridge” and “Crackdown” Close
Drug Markets on North and West Sides

More Than a Dozen Drug Dealers Charged in Separate Investigations

CHICAGO—Chicago Police on Friday announced charges in two undercover
investigations that dismantled open-air drug markets on Chicago’s North and West
Sides. A total of 16 drug dealers were charged in the investigations.

Operation Heartbreak Ridge targeted an open-air drug market in the Rogers Park
neighborhood near Howard Street and Hoyne Avenue controlled by members of the
Black P Stones and Gangster Disciples street gangs. Police concluded the operation on
Wednesday, arresting eight of ten targets in the investigation. During the round-up,
police also arrested an unrelated offender after observing him with a fully loaded 9 mm

semi-automatic pistol.

Operation Crackdown in the Austin neighborhood focused on a drug spot near Laramie
Avenue and Fulton Street run by the Unknown Vice Lords. Police identified six targets
in the investigation, four of whom were taken into custody last week.

“These drug markets supplied a steady stream of drugs and were a source of danger to
the law-abiding residents in these neighborhoods,” said Lt. Kenneth Angarone with the
Narcotics and Gang Investigations Section. “By taking these drug markets down, we
improve the quality of life in these communities.”
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